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The Challenge
Education is one of the African American community’s 
most enduring values and greatest challenges.

Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award is a way 
to encourage our youth to give their best in school. 
Through this program we have in our hands the means 
to help our students become more successful by inspir-
ing them to achieve at higher levels of excellence. 

It is in our best interest to invest in student achievement 
and tomorrow’s leadership.

Vision
The Tacoma and Pierce County African American 
community envisions a world where all children can 
learn if the process of learning is supported and 
reinforced by caring adults.

Program
Established in 1995, the Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award Program was created to recognize and 
honor African American youth achievement in Tacoma 
and Pierce County. Academic excellence, community 
involvement, and good citizenship are honored with 
an incentive award of $350. Youth in 9th, 10th and 
11th grades are eligible for an award each year at our 
annual community celebration on the third Saturday of 
September.
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21ST Century Standards
– Skills
– Competencies
– Values

(Productive & Contributing Citizens)

Academic & Technical Scholarships
(Graduating High School Seniors)

Recognition & Merit Incentive Awards
(For Academic Achievement / Excellence,  

Community Involvement & Good Citizenship)

Founding Community  
Partners  

Prince Hall Masons, Washington
Tacoma Branch NAACP

Tacoma Ministerial Alliance
Tacoma Pierce County Black Collective

Tacoma Urban League Guild
Tacoma Urban League, Inc.

ORGANIZATIONS
SUPREME ELDERS ($1,500 & above)

Shiloh Baptist Church
Tacoma Ministerial Alliance

Tacoma-Pierce County Black Collective

GRAND ELDERS ($1,000 to $1,200)
Bethlehem Baptist Church

ELDERS ($500 to $800)
Rotary Club of Tacoma #8

Shiloh Baptist Church Elizabeth Wesley Circle
Tacoma Branch NAACP

University Place Admin. Team

MESSENGERS ($365 to $425)
Shiloh Baptist Church

STORYTELLERS ($125 to $300)
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, Inc.

Black Womens Caucus of Washington Area 3
National Assoc. Of Sistahs Alliance

VILLAGERS ($10 to $100)
Washington State Grand Assembly, O.G.C.

CORPORATE/BUSINESS 
SUPREME ELDERS ($1,500 & above)

Columbia Bank
Genuine Auto Glass & Genuine Auto Glass of Puyallup

Patterson Buchanan Fobes & Leitch. Inc. P.S.

GRAND ELDERS ($1,000 to $1,200) 
Commencement Bank 

Reggie Johnson Insurance Agency, Inc.
State Farm Good Neighbor Fund

Trevor Newman LLC 

VILLAGERS ($10 to $100)
Tony Brooks Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Harkness Furniture
Wheeler Insurance Agency
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Revenue/Expense Report
January–December 31, 2021

2021 Revenue	
Corporate/Business  
    Contributions	 12,850
Individual Contributions	 61,159
Organization Contributions	 6,890
Interest Income	 12
Scholarships	 3,500
Total Revenue	 $84,411

2021 Expenses	
Operating Expenses	 23,193
Incentive Awards	 41,300
Scholarships Paid	 3,333
Total Expenses	 $67,826
Net Revenue	 $16,584
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VILLAGERS ($10 to $100)
David Bailey

Danielle Baker

Juhi Bhatia

Michele Bledsoe

Christopher Leslie Boyle

Martha Brown

Suzanne Cella

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar F. Chambers, Sr.

Abilgail Chandler

Teresa Clifton

David Couch

Edward Crow

Michelle Davis Lockett

Kristen Diamond

Cora O. Dixon

Sean Duncan

Alvin Elmore

Bernice Fox

Jennifer Fox

Michelle Fox

Brianna Friesen

Joshua J. Garcia

Mary-Elizabeth Gendreau

Arturo Gonzalez

Gwendolyn Goodrum

Allison Hargroves

Marlo Harmsen

Kari J. Helling

Troy Hodge

Betty House

Gloria J. Hudson

John Huson

Mayhr Hypihs

Larry Jones

Adriana Julian

Kelly Kim

Guy Kovacs

Carla Lander

Margaret Larkey

Richard Lasso

Almai Malit

Laura K. Marcoe

Lisa A. McNamara

James Meyerhoff

Angelo Mills

Sophia Monge

Oscar Morris

Milderd P. Neal

Craig Nelson

Vincent Pecchia

Dona Ponepinto

Tisha R.

Angela Reed

Karey Richardson

Lisa Rodside

Robert H. Russell II

Erica Scharton

Darlene Seigle

Olivia Stephens

Kris Susee

William Thomas

Annebelle Tsuneyoshi

Kathy Walsh

Susette Wilkins

Rebecca Williams

Gregory Wragg

Sedonia Young

Michelle I. Zimnisky

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
Listed contributors reflect all donations and confirmed pledges  

received through December 31st. 

SUPREME ELDERS ($1,500 and above)
William J. Durbin

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney D. Hagenbuch
Kristin & Bard Luippold
Jerry McLaughlin, Jr.

Kimberly Richter Shirley
Marilyn Strickland
Felicia M. Thomas

James L. Walton (IMO Marilyn Walton)
Drs. William & Gail Weyerhaeuser

GRAND ELDERS ($1,000 to $1,200) 
Dr. Alexander & Susan Apostle

Paul & Delores Apostle
Tony & Lori Apostle

Bruce Dammeier
Martha Davis

William J. Durbin
Jana & Sean Fullerton
Merritt & Marsha Long

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne McNeal
Dr. Charles & Dr. Shauna Weatherby

ELDERS ($500 to $800) 
Hayes & Versa Alexander

David N. Boyd
Sebrena M. Chambers

Gregory & Evelyn Christopher
Jay F. Cramer
Brian Curtis

Frank Cuthbertson & Jackie Beery
Mr. Thomas  & Mrs. Sylvia Dixon

Virginia Ferguson
Phillip H. Gainey

Christopher Glover
Jonathan L. Johnson

Alberta Koehler
Alisha McFadden
Annie Megaret

Aaron & Leona Pointer
Gail Alexis Ray

Mr. Claude Remy & Dr. Claire Spain-Remy
Walter Trotter

James L. Walton (IMO Carl Brown, Ella Mae Crawford,  
Sandra Glover, Harold Moss and Donna Stewart)

Colleen Waterhouse
Dr. & Mrs. Weatherby

Wayne Williams

MESSENGERS ($365 to $425)
Kim Bedier

Jennifer Bethman
Yolonda Brooks

Gerald & Ethelda Burke
Ronald E. Culpepper
Joseph E. Green, Jr.
Benjamin Higgins

Anthony & Kimberly Isaacs
Charles & Connie Lassiter

G. Frances Lunsford
Willie C. Stewart Sr.

Robert Taylor
Karl L. Williams

STORYTELLERS ($125 to $300)
Tom & Megan Adams

Timothy Allen
Larry G. Bonds

Delois M. Brown
Sari J. Burnett
Dawn Cooper

Theresa Garrison
Rochelia Henderson

Della M. Holmes
Linda H. Ishem

Charles & Georgia James
Lisa M. Kusche
Heather Larson
Jerry Lee, Jr.
Jamie Lee

Leilani T. Jackson Lee
Kim Leger
Verna Lilly

Tina Limmer
Lisa Kusche

Priscillia Lisicich
Joyce & Virgil Loveday

Tamara Marcoe
Candice McGregor
William McKinzie
Kevin Mensonides

Nathan Pauli
Shirley Payne

John Polm
Felita Poole

Louis G. Prince Jr.
Gail Alexis Ray (IMO Carl Brown, Ella Mae Crawford  

and Marilyn Walton)
Karey Richardson

Lisa Rowan
Juliann Schlumpf

David Scott
Darnell A. Shelton

Dorothy Toilver
Deloris Ware

Mr. & Mrs. Glenfield Watkins

Dear contributors:

Thank you so much for your 
generous and gracious investment. 
Your contributions to the Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award 
Program have enabled us to continue 
the celebration of African American 
student excellence and achievement 
for the last 27 years. 

We remain steadfast in the belief that 
achievement and character matters, and we 
have in our hands the means, will and desire 
to inspire our students to reach higher.

As you review the report, please know 
that a significant number of individuals, 
businesses and corporations, and community 
organizations joined to make it possible for 
us to recognize, honor and encourage more 
than 3,470 student scholars, since 1995.

On behalf of all student achievers and their 
families, the Elizabeth Wesley Program, we 
thank you for being a faithful community 
partner.

Sincerely,

The Elizabeth Wesley Program
Executive Committee

Mail investment donation to:  
Elizabeth Wesley Program  

P.O. Box 110667, Tacoma, WA 98411
or

Visit online donation options at:
www.ewesleyaward.org


